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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/540,095 



Examiner 

Robert M. Pond 



Applicant(s) 

BOX, RICHARD THOMAS/ 



Art Unit 

2165 



" The FILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timelv filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely 

- If NO penod for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended penod for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U S C 5 1 33) 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed mav reduce anv 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b). ' 

Status 

Responsive to communication(s) filed on 05 July 2001 . 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)|EI This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1, 453 O.G. 213 
Disposition of Claims 

4) Kl Claim(s) 20-39 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) Eg3 Claim(s) 20-39 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)Q approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) Q The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)Q Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
Attachments) 

1) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) ^ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 3£ . 6) O Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 
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Part of Paper No. 5 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Oath/Declaration 

1 . It was not executed in accordance with either 37 CFR 1 .66 or 1 .68: signing 
date was omitted. 

Drawings 

2. This application has been filed with informal drawings which are acceptable for 
examination purposes only. Formal drawings will be required when the 
application is allowed. 



Specification 

3. The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to 
determine the presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is 
requested in correcting any errors of which applicant may become aware in the 
specification. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the 
United States. 
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4. Claims 20-39 are rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Dedrick, patent number 5,696,965. 

Dedrick teaches all the limitations of Claims 20-39. For example, Dedrick 
discloses an information distribution system, method, and logic supported by 
program code that serves as a portal for users to access information databases 
across a network. Content tailored to the informational needs of the user is 
displayed on a graphical user interface, wherein the displayed content is 
determined by the user profile, demographics, viewing history, and search 
criteria. Dedrick discloses business, academic, and personal applications used 
on networked computer systems, the use of local or wide area networks, 
hypertext mark-up language that links users to content and services, and a 
graphical user interface (GUI) that allows users to move between software 
applications. Dedrick furthers discloses local content, regional content, limited 
content for distribution to users, content in the form of advertisements, 
transaction logs, and monthly transaction statements for billing purposes (see at 
least abstract; Fig. 1 (10); Fig. 3 (14); Fig. 4 (20); col. 1, line 5 through col. 13, 
line 15). 



♦ 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

• PR Newswire, "JetForm Unveils Strategic Web Initiatives With New E- 
Process Framework, Web Applications And E-Forms Portal," 04 
February 1999, Dialog file 20 #04230553; teaches a web portal that 
provides a library and clearinghouse for electronic forms for public and 
business use. 

• PR Newswire, "JetForm Announces Major Initiative To Support 
Government Service With Free E-Forms For The Public And 
Government Agencies," 11 January 1999, Dialog file 20 #03975137; 
teaches government agencies deploying electronic forms over the 
Internet to support paperless transactions and compliance filings by 
individuals and businesses. 

• PR Newswire, "Yahoo! Small Business Opens Today," 20 August 
1998, Dialog file 20 #02565128; teaches small business services and 
information portal supported in part by the Small Business 
Administration. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Robert M. Pond whose telephone number is 



t 
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703-605-4253. The examiner can normally be reached Monday-Friday, 8:00AM- 
5:00PM Eastern. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Ms. Wynn Coggins can be reached on 703-308-1344. 
The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned are 703-746-7239 for regular communications and 703-746-7238 for 
After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
703-305-3900. _ 



^wYNN C0GG1N5 •-^ 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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